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Incorporated in 1926, the Legion is Canada’s largest Veteran
support and community service organization.

We are a non-profit organization with a national reach across
Canada as well as branches in the U.S. and Europe.

With 270,000 members, many of whom volunteer an
extraordinary amount of time to their branches, our strength is
in our numbers.

To Celebrate our 100*" we are offering to NEW MEMBERS
a special 2026 Centenary Membership at NO COST.
Link on page 6

Your Legion at the Crossroads Serving Veterans & the
Communities of Tecumseh, LaSalle, Windsor & Amherstburg!
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Tom’s Humour Page

The Polite Way to Call Someone a Bastard

A guy was getting ready to tee off on the first hole
when a second golfer approached and asked if he
could join him. The first said that he usually played
alone but agreed to the twosome. They were even
after the first few holes. The second guy said,
"We're about evenly matched, how about playing
for five bucks a hole?" The first guy said that he
wasn't much for betting but agreed to the terms.
The second guy won the remaining sixteen holes
with ease. As they were walking off number
eighteen, the second guy was busy counting his
$80.00. He confessed that he was the pro at a
neighboring course and liked to pick on suckers. The
first fellow revealed that he was the Parish Priest.
The pro was flustered and apologetic, offering to
return the money. The Priest said, "You won fair
and square and | was foolish to bet with you. You
keep your winnings." The pro said, "Is there
anything | can do to make it up to you?" The Priest
said, "Well, you could come to Mass on Sunday and
make a donation... And, if you want to bring your
mother and father along, I'll marry them.

No nursing home for us. We'll be checking into a
Holiday Inn! With the average cost for nursing
home care being $250.00 per day, there is a better
way when we get old and too feeble. I've already
checked on reservations at The Holiday Inn. For a
combined long-term stay discount and senior
discount, it's $150 per night. Breakfast is included,
and some have happy hours, in the afternoon! That
leaves $100.00 a day for lunch and dinner in any
restaurant we want, or room service, laundry,
Gratuities and special TV movies.

Plus, they provide a spa, swimming pool, a workout
room, a lounge and washer-dryer, etc. Most have
free toothpaste and razors, and all have free
shampoo and soap. $10 worth of tips a day you'll
have the entire staff scrambling to help you. They
treat you like a customer, not a patient. There's a
city bus stop out front, and seniors ride free. The
handicap bus will also pick you up (if you fake a
decent limp). To meet other nice people, call a
church bus on Sundays. For a change of scenery,
take the airport shuttle bus and eat at one of the
nice restaurants there. While you're at the airport,
fly somewhere. Otherwise, the cash keeps building

up. It takes months to get into decent nursing
homes. Holiday Inn will take your reservation today.
And you're not stuck in one place forever you can
move from Inn to Inn, or even from city to city.
Want to see Hawaii ? They have Holiday Inn there
too. TV broken? Light bulbs need changing? Need a
mattress replaced? No problem.. They fix
everything and apologize for the inconvenience.
The Inn has a night security person and daily room
service. The maid checks to see if you are ok. If not,
they'll call an ambulance . . .or the undertaker. If
you fall and break a hip, OHIP will pay for the hip,
and Holiday Inn will upgrade you to a suite for the
rest of your life. And no worries about visits from
family. They will always be glad to find you and
probably check in for a few days mini vacation. The
grandkids can use the pool. What more could | ask
for? So, when | reach that golden age, I'll face it
with a grin.

90-year-old George went for his annual physical. All
of his tests came back with normal results. Dr.
Smith said, "George, everything looks great
physically. How are you doing mentally and
emotionally? Are you at peace with yourself, and do
you have a good relationship with your

God?" George replied, "God and me are tight. He
knows | have poor eyesight, so he's fixed it so that
when | get up in the middle of the night to go to the
bathroom (poof!) the light goes on when | pee, and
then (poof!) the light goes off when I'm

done." "Wow, “commented Dr. Smith, "that's
incredible!" A little later in the day Dr. Smith called
George's wife. "Thelma," he said, "George is just
fine. Physically he's great. But | had to call because
I'm in awe of his relationship with God. Is it true
that he gets up during the night and (poof!) the
light goes on in the bathroom, and then (poof!) the
light goes off?" Thelma exclaimed, "That old fool!
He's peeing in the refrigerator again!"

Senior citizens are the nation's leading carriers of
AIDS! Hearing aids, band aids, roll aids, walking aids,
medical aids, government aids, most of
all, monetary aid to their kids! Not forgetting HIV
(hair is vanishing)
Happy New Year
Tom Friesen
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519-992-8303

tomfriesen57@gmail.com

First Vice President

Morris Brause

519-965-0749

morbrause@gmail.com

Second Vice President

Konrad Boehler

519-966-7794

konradboehler033@gmail.com

Third Vice President Randy Soulliere 226-280-2591 randysoulliere64@gmail.com
Sergeant-at-Arms Janet Ciurysek 226-280-7661 jciurysek55@gmail.com
Secretary/Treasurer John Antaya 519-965-0580 jantaya4@bell.net
Executive Committee Beth Abson 519-980-9639 absont@uwindsor.ca
Executive Committee Bob Hart 519-984-1544 bobhart59@hotmail.com
Executive Committee Susan McAree 226-348-6215 jimmymac(@cogeco.ca
Executive Committee Brian Robinson 519-734-1086 membershipbr594(@gmail.com
Executive Committee David Woodman 519-566-8745 dfwoodman@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

Fran Friesen

519-948-1259

franfriesen(@hotmail.com
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Sr Committee Co-Chair Sue Robinson 519-734-1086 szqrobinson@hotmail.com
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Branch Property (In/Out) Randy Soulliere see above see above
Colour Party Commander David Woodman see above see above
Constitution and Laws Konrad Boehler see above see above
Entertainment John Gray 519-792-7421 tonkaStoy@yahoo.ca
Finance Committee John Antaya see above see above
Finance Review Cmte James Sparrow 519-978-2806 jsparrow375(@cogeco.ca
Honours and Awards Konrad Boehler see above see above
Kitchen Convenor Randy Soulliere see above see above
Legion Riders Kenny Miller 313-289-8164 armykenny(@aol.com
Legion Week Konrad Boehler see above see above
Lottery Beth Abson see above see above
Military Service Recognition Bk Tom Friesen see above see above
Remembrance Branch Konrad Boehler see above see above
Ways and Means Veronica Friesen 519-992-8384 vlfriesen59@gmail.com
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Army Cadet Liaison Jim McGhie see above see above
Face Book Page Coordinator David Woodman see above see above
Newsletter Editor Tom Friesen see above see above
Parkwood Institute Liaison Dave Woodman see above see above
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Billie's Bunker Kitchen
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PRESIDENTS REPORT

Happy New Year Everyone!

From a business standpoint, 2025 was the most successful
year we have ever had here at Branch 594! Our bar sales,
event bookings and kitchen revenue were all extremely
strong throughout 2025. Through our fundraising
initiatives, we were able to deposit the sum of $40,000.00 into our branch building fund
which will be used for future building repairs and maintenance projects.

Our membership continues to grow, and we now have over 600 members!

A huge thank you to all of our dedicated volunteers who give freely of their time to continue
the Legion’s mission of serving our Veterans and their families, to promote Remembrance
and to serve our communities and country.

The revenue that we receive from our Bingo’s at the Powerplay Gaming Centre is having a
major impact on the community and our branch finances. In 2025 we were able to donate a
total of $42,700.00 to local sports teams and community not for profit groups. In addition,
Bingo revenue was also used to pay for some Community/Veteran events totalling
$7,744.00 as well as $10,234.00 for building maintenance and repairs this year. Thanks to all
of our Bingo volunteers for your continued dedication.

The final figures are now in from our annual Poppy campaign. | am very pleased and proud
to report that we raised a total of $79,032.00 which is more than last year’s campaign with
fewer day this year! Well done and thank you to all of our Poppy canvassers and
volunteers. These funds will make a big difference in the lives of our Veterans as well as the
community.

As we begin 2026, we look forward to another prosperous and successful year here at
Branch 594. Thank you to all of our members and guests for your continued patronage to
keep our Legion strong.

Yours in Comradeship,

Legion

President

Branch 594 Royal Canadian Legion Metropolitan Branch 594
Serving Tecumseh, LaSalle, Windsor & Amherstburg




BRANCH MEETINGS

Your Branch executive, committees and the Bunker Kitchen work very hard on your behalf.
The following is just a few of the meetings that will be held in January

Operations, Kitchen and Finance Every Monday at 10am
Financial Review Wednesday Jan 7%
Branch Executive and Chairs 10am Jan 20th
General Membership (New member welcoming ceremony) Tuesday Jan 27th

MEMBERSHIP

Chair Brian Robinson

As of Dec 30th, 2025, we have a Membership of 605!
Life 8, Ordinary 142, Associate 319, Affiliate Voting 132, Affiliate Non-Voting 4

In Mid December we reached our goal of 594 members, matching our Branch #!
By the end of the month, we surpassed 600!

Members not yet renewed for 2026: 131

A BIG BRANCH 594 WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS
ORDINARY Gilbert Gervais

ASSOCIATE Carol Arnold, Dale H Brown, Irene Dufoe, John Gorgerat, Tony
Konstantino, Darrel Laurendeau, Tom Malott and Carol O'Neil

AFFILIATE VOTING Reed Alcancia, Rick Blais, Robert Fehr, Gregoria Giordano, Matt
Jacob John Marten, Thomas Poulson and Jeff Studman.

Note Legion Ontario Command Fees have been increased to support
the many services they provide to our Veterans, Branches and
Communities. Branch 594 has decided NOT to pass these costs on to
membership for 2026!

Renewals for 2026 Dues: Working $60, Retired $55.00

We have received the membership card stickers for membership year 2026.
Those with digital member cards do not get stickers they will get an email with a link!
2026 Membership Centenary Stickers have been mailed to members who paid by Nov 18th



The Legion is pleased to extend a 1-Year
Free Membership for Veterans AND their Families.

The Veteran Family Welcome Program is open to spouses and adult children of CAF or RCMP serving
members and Veterans who have not yet joined the Legion. This program is a great way to get to know the
organization and share your support for Canada’s Veterans.

Being a Legion member offers opportunities to improve the lives of those who served, remember the
Fallen, and support your community — and every member makes a difference. To get more involved with
Legion activities in your community and to add your voice to our advocacy efforts and the future of the
Legion, apply through Dominion Command’s Veteran Welcome Program and bring your membership card
to any Legion Branch to request a transfer to that Branch.

To apply, please complete the Veteran Welcome Program
Registration Forms, at the Branch or online at
http://www.legion.ca/welcome

Brian Robinson, Membership Chair
Changed your address, phone number, email address?
Please send changes, by email to: membershipbr594@gmail.com

Join The Royal Canadian Legion -
Free for 2026

In honour of the Legion’s 100th anniversary,
anyone 18 years of age and older can join free
for the 2026 membership year (January
through December).

NEW MEMBERS ONLY

This is more than a membership — it’s joining a
community dedicated to supporting Veterans,
honouring our shared history, and helping carry
the Legion forward into its next century.

Join The Legion
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file:///C:/Users/Tom%20Friesen_2/Desktop/Documents/Legion%20594/2018/Newsletter/December/Registration%20Form
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HOSPITAL

We request that members or their families contact Sandra Rocheleau the branch if you are
hospitalized and would like us to post your name and possible visitation or flowers.

Branch Pastor, Rev. Catherine (Cathy) Collins-Barker our Branch Chaplain has agreed to visit our
hospitalized members if they agree. Visitations could be in person or by phone, email, Facebook...
as the situation requires and Covid protocols allow.

If you can help, we would love to hear from you!
Please contact us in person or through email, website, or a note in the comment box in the lobby.

Note we can only report after families give us permission.

TREASURER’S REPORT

John Antaya, Treasurer

I am happy to report that the month of November showed a nice profit.
The Branch Bar continues to shine.

The maintenance of the Branch was quite high for the month. Unfortunately, we needed to do
some costly work with the septic system, and that seems to be working. We will know better in
the spring.

We continue to invest for future big expenses.

Happy New Year

FINANCIAL REVIEW COMMITTEE

James Sparrow, Chair

The Financial Review Committee met On December 17 to review the finances of the second
Quadrant of 2025 (Sept- Nov.).

The financial statements present fairly and reasonably the financial position of the Branch.

We thank Randy Soulliere for his presentation to the Committee regarding the bar and Billie's
Bunker.

Also, thanks to our Treasurer John Antaya for answering our questions.

We also welcomed Phil Laurie to our Committee. Phil will be a valuable member with his
experiences.

The Committee will meet on January 7 to review the finances of the Poppy Fund for 2025.

HCWC@MS

JEFF & CATHY WEBB

9ncome
THOMSEN'S
APPLIANCE SERVICE WIllson

Evening Service Available 1‘»1 D)969-6365 SR,
9-3111 Buy & Sell US & Canadian Coins
’ Buying Gold-Silver-Gold Jewelry
? email: By Appointment
REPAIRS TO ALL PHONE webcents09@gmail.com (519) 915-4693

MAJOR APPLIANCES 734-1742




VETERANS SERVICES

Dave Woodman, Branch 594 Veteran Service Officer
Susan McAree, Br 594 Backup Service Officer
Archie Neilson, Veteran Service Officer Mentor

A: There is now a collection bin in the foyer for the Caring Cupboard. A food bank for veterans and
serving military personnel in need. We have made several donations to the Caring Cupboard. The
cupboard requires replenishing frequently due to high usage. Many of our reserve soldiers and
Sailors are university students living paycheck to paycheck and living several people to an

apartment to share costs. Many
thanks to those who have
donated to the Caring Cupboard.

B. The Knitting/Crochet Club
donated several scarves and
toques. | have taken them to the
Armouries for the caring
cupboard.

C: | have been contacting the
local hospitals and not for profit
nursing homes in an effort to get
them to apply for the Legion
Charitable Foundation. They
seem very enthusiastic about the
prospect of receiving donations
and a dialogue has been started.

D: The last Buddy Check Coffee
went very well. The next meeting
will be on January 17t" at 9:30am
in the conference room.

E: There is currently a Homeless
Veterans Apartment Kit in the
safe room as well as an
emergency “Vet On The Street
Kit”. | had acquired two
“Apartment Kits” but decided to
preposition one at branch 255.

PTSI/OSI

Legion @ s, ciech s
Coffee
Peer Support
Join us at RCL Br. 594

Veterans’ Coffee Hour

Supportive, confidential, frank conversation and fellowship
Coffee and Snacks provided

Saturday January 17th
9:30 am (0930)

Dave Woodman CD
dfwoodman@gmail.com

Legion

Metropolitan Branch 594

Serving Tecumseh, LaSalle, Windsor & Amherstburg

Please see me if you have a request for these items.

If you are aware of a veteran or family of a veteran that is in need, please contact
Comrade Dave Woodman. dfwoodman@gmail.com.
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Legion

For 100 years, the Royal Canadian Legion has been a voice for Veterans and families needing
support, and a beloved fixture in hundreds of communities across the country.

The Royal Canadian Legion is celebrating our 100t anniversary in 2026, with the launch of its
centenary branding which will be on display throughout its birthday year.

“We are honoured to still be going strong, one hundred years after our founders first built this
incredible organization, with a central mission to serve Canada’s Veterans,” says Berkley

Lawrence, Dominion President.

“As we venture into 2026, we hope Canadians from around this great nation will join us not only

to celebrate but to become part of our next 100 years.”

MILITARY SERVICE RECOGNITION BOOK

Tom Friesen, Branch 594 Coordinator

Entries for Volume XllII (13) are being accepted now!
Entry forms are available at the Branch and online at

FYI

e Asof Oct 31 fifty-six (56) submissions have been
made provincially for the next edition “XIII”.

e Inthe 12 editions 7,670 Veterans submissions have
been published with net income of $2,398,230.51.
Money raised assists Veterans Transition Programs
and grants supported by Ontario Command.

HONOURS AND AWARDS

Com K. Boehler Chair

We do our main recognition ceremony in May of each year.
Other awards happen as the situation arises.

Misunderstanding

An old man with hearing problems crashed
his car into a very expensive automobile.
The owner of the expensive automobile
jumps out and confronts the old man and
says “Give me $10,000 cash or | will beat you
to a pulp!” The old man replies, “Woah wait
buddy, | don't have that much money but let
me call my son, he trains dolphins.” The old
man dials his son as as he is about to speak
the owner of the expensive car yanks the
phone out of his hand and says “So you train
dolphins, well your old man just hit and
damaged my car, you bring me $10,000 or
I'm gonna beat the heck outta him!” The son
answers “Okay, give me 15 minutes and I'll
be there.” In exactly 15 minutes the son
pulls up in a Jeep, Ten men jump out and
beat the hell out of the expensive car owner.
Meanwhile the son walks over to his father
and says “Dad | train Navy Seals not
dolphins.




YOUTH EDUCATION

Chair Tom Friesen

Posters and Literary
Branch Certificates and cash prizes have been delivered to most of our schools. Some during year
end assemblies and some at classrooms.

Zone Al Judging was completed in December and the top three (3) in each category and age group
will be presented with certificate and cash prizes. The 1rst place winners are entered into the
District A competition.

Public Speaking

In 2025 the Public Speaking competition was an all day event and some contestant families were
there from 9am till 5pm. A Zone A1l meeting will be held early in January to determine how the
competition will be scheduled. One option that will be considered is a one day for the 2 younger
groups and a second day for the older 2 groups.

BURSARY

Chair Tom Friesen
Branch 594 Bursaries are done for 2025

Provincial Bursaries, there have been 91 bursary applications received as of Nov 15%.
Last year there were 425 bursaries awarded totaling $531,250.

Note that Canadian Armed Forces Reserve members in post-secondary education are encouraged
to apply! They do not have to be Legion members!

This information was provided to Dave Woodman who relayed it to the Essex Kent Regimental
Association Nov 15" at their AGM.

The HMCA Hunter, Windsor Regiment and 31 Service Battalion should also be made aware.

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 594 Youth Education & Bursary Committees:
Tom Friesen (chair), Gerry Ciurysek, Beth Abson, Morris Brause, Dave Woodman, and Jim McGhie.

PROPERTY

Com Randy Soulliere, Property Chair

To our members and friends, if you are interested in sharing your skills / volunteering, please
email me at randysoulliere64@gmail.com.

All patio furniture has been put away and stored in the garage
All garden hoses have been removed from outside and stored in the garage

Abe’s windows and doors has replaced the door closer on the kitchen door and will be back to
repair the office window when the weather warms up as this will require removal of the glass and
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frame to repair. It currently does not close properly on its own, but is closed for now for the
winter

Temperate controls has replaced the hinges on the kitchen fridge and freezer doors. The fan in the
walk-in freezer was making noise due to ice buildup. It has been cleared of the ice.

Equipment check

e Check oven #1 for not lighting. Troubleshoot and found oven control seized. Unit requires
new oven control and thermocouple.
e Check oven #2 for not lighting. Diagnose defective thermocouple.
e Check oven #3 for not lighting. Diagnose defective oven control and thermocouple. one
was pilot light related and is working.
e The control knob on the tilt kettle was not working, and we are working on getting the info
on this asap.
Temperate Controls have notified us that as of January 1%, the owners are retiring and business is
closing. They will finish up any repairs that have come up beforehand.

We are putting together a Request For Proposal to find another company that can provide us with
a preventative maintenance program as well as repair our equipment as needed.

Many thanks to all of our comrades for their continued efforts in keeping up with the many items
that come up each and every week.

Many thanks to all the volunteers for their efforts to maintain the property on a daily basis.

KITCHEN REPORT

Comrade Randy Soulliere Kitchen Convenor

The kitchen offers Daily Specials that are emailed out to members and friends we have email addresses for.
The specials are on our monitors as well.

Reminder every Wednesday and Thursday is 2 for 1 chicken wings for $12.99 (eat in only) and every Friday
is our Fish fry night.

Our kitchen continues to provide high quality meals and excellent service to our customers.

KITCHEN HOURS

Sundays from Noon -5 pm Saturday Noon — 7pm
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday Noon — 7pm
Thursday-Friday Noon — 8pm

We hope to see you at Legion Br 594!
Just a reminder that the Bunker does offer Takeout as well as Catering for your outside events.

Give Billie or Kim a call our NEW NUMBER (226-347-1646) and see what the Bunker can do
for you.



WEBSITE
www.rcl594.com

Royal Canadian
Legion
Branch 584
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And Happy New Year 2026 from
Branch 594!

On our website, you can find the History of Branch 594, Current
and Future Events, Services we offer from Room Rentals to Food
Services, Sports Events, Policies and Procedures, Volunteer opportunities...
Check it out

Entertainment and Sports on Menu/Events.

www.rcl594.com
Comrade Brian Robinson, webmaster

FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/rclbranch594

Facebook page is updated as required.
Please submit your post to dfwoodman@gmail.com.

WAYS & MEANS

Veronica Friesen, Ways & Means Chair
The Branch hosted two very successful spaghetti dinners in December, on the 2nd and the 16™.

We had extra volunteers on hand because we were expecting a larger crowd since cake and coffee was
offered on the last spaghetti dinner of the year. We also hosted a few friends and family gatherings as well
as the Christmas gathering for the Prostate Cancer Support Windsor/Essex group.

The financial result for December is in the chart below:

December2025 December 2 | December 16 December Totals
Numbers Served 185 220 405
Total Sales $1,828.00 $2,149.00 $3,977.00
Total Expenses $500.62 $1,383.57 $1,884.19
Net Sales $1,327.38 $765.43 $2,092.81
Inventory $980.00
Net Revenue for NOVEMBER 2025 $2,692.81

The following is a chart showing the results since September, when this season began:

2025-2026 SEPT. Totals | OCT. Totals | NOV. Totals DEC. Totals | To Date Total
Numbers Served 403 345 427 405 1580
Total Sales $3,957.00 $3,425.00 $4,455.00 $3,977.00 $15,814.00
Total Expenses $2,292.38 $1,163.90 $1,420.20 $1,884.19 $6,760.67
Net Revenue $1,664.62 $2,261.10 $3,034.80 $2,092.81 $9,053.33
Inventory $980.00
Net Income/Inventory $10,033.33
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Even though the product costs have increased, we try to purchase products when on sale to keep our costs

as low as possible.
A huge thank you goes out to all our volunteers who make the magic of these events work. We could not

achieve such success without their dedication.

Do

' "ALL YOU CAN EAT" A/

Spaghetti with Rich Tomato Basil Meat Sauce, _

Fresh Garden Salad, Dinner Roll & Butter .
Served 4:30 till 6:30

'"'Vegetarian & Gluten Free on Request"

Tuesdays: Jan 13 & 27, Feb 10 & 24, Mar 10 & 24

Royal Canadian Legion Br 594, 5030 Howard Ave

Sports

Com Wayne Fortin Sports Officer

Our Legion Sports are open to Everyone — Come Join Us

Darts: Tuesday Night Doubles League Pool: Monday Night Mixed 8Ball League
Wednesday Night Men’s League Thursday Night L.O.D. Play
Thursday Night L.O.D. Dart Play
Friday Night Mixed League Bridge = Monday Afternoons
Saturday Night 1 League Pepper Tuesday Afternoons
Saturday Night 2 League L.0.D. (means)

Sunday Noon Singles League Teams are made from those who show up to play.

Cards: We encourage members and guests to come out to play Monday Nights at 7pm.
We play for Fun and make up teams when we begin. There is no cost. Come join us.

ZoneA1l Sports (Legion Members Only)

e Schedule for Zone A 1 and District A events are posted on the Sports Board.
e Open Darts took place at Br 644 on December 6th.
e Branch 594 teams took first place in Teams, Doubles and Singles.

Branch 594 will be hosting the 2026 Zone A Darts. See results



RCL Zone A1 Open Darts
Played Dec 6, 2025, at Br 644
Teams
Place | Branch
1 594 Jeff Studman | Tom Poulson | OliverJones | Reed Alcancia
2 255 TylerD Xavier B PatM Steph G
3 255 Alan W Steve M ALN Kegan R
4 255 DanC CrystalW Wayne C Brandon W
Doubles Singles
Place | Branch Place Branch
1 594 Reed Alcancia | Jeff Studman 1 594 Oliver Jones
2 644 JP LaBelle Sr Ken Winik 2 644 JP LaBelle Sr
3 594 Oliver Jones Tom Poulson 3 594 Tom Poulson
4 644 Tom Kett JP LaBelle Jr 4 644 Rob Wallave

o Mixed Darts was held at Br 255 on December 20th. Br 644 were the winners! Congratulations to

them.

e District Cribbage will take place January 10th at Br 513 in Dorchester On. We have 1 team playing.
e District Euchre will take place February 7th at Br 243 in Ridgetown On. We have 2 teams playing.
e District 8 Ball Doubles will take place January 24/26 here at Br 594. We have 2 teams playing.

e District 9 Ball Singles and Doubles will take place here at Br 594 May 2/ 2026. We have 3 teams

playing.

District A Sports (Members who qualify at Zone)

e District Darts will take place January 17th at Br 317 in London On.

Provincial Sports. - Nothing to Report

Monthly Pool Tournaments

e The next Tournament will take place on January 18™. Flyers are be posted on the Sports Board and

around the Legion, on our Website and Facebook page soon. Sign up soon

Jim McGhie — Liaison to Cadets

2715 RCACC




The Cadet Corps held their annual Christmas Mess Dinner on December 17th here at the Branch.

Our Cadet Air Rifle team has been practising hard for the Annual Marksmanship competition competing
against other Army, Sea and Air Cadet teams from the Windsor area.

SENIORS COMMITTEE

Co-chairs Sue Robinson & Beth Abson

DinnerdDance /

6}7’(0/«&,’& 2-bpm

The December 22 Senior Christmas Dinner/Dance was well attended with 132 ALL ARE WELCOME
i na tte n d ance Dinner Dance $15 | Entertainment only $5

Royal h 594

Seasons Retirement was our sponsor and brought in treats and raffle prizes
for the crowd. Many thanks to them for sponsoring several dances in 2025.

Also, many thanks to Joe and Sharon (DJ) for the great festive tunes played, mixed with crowd favorites and
also for the photo shoot that interested many patrons.

A big thank you to Billie and her Bunker crew who served 106 patrons a delicious ham dinner.
Thanks for all you do to make our Senior dinners a success.

Raffle prizes, donated by the Senior Committee and some of the members, were given out.
Thanks to bartender MJ for her great service.

All'in all, the night was a success.

Thanks to the committee members...Beth (co-chair), Peggy, Barb, Doreen and Sue M for all your help this
year.

Note you do not need to be a Senior to come to the Dance.

Legion 594 Bingo

Com Veronica Friesen

The revenue received in November for the three 2-hour bingo sessions worked in October was $3,700.88.
A big thank you to the volunteers who worked those sessions in October: Denis Meloche, Fran Friesen,
Janet Ciurysek, Morris Brause, Dave Woodman and Veronica Friesen.

Welcome to our newest member of the bingo committee, Elaine Richardson. Thank you, Elaine, for
agreeing to volunteer for this committee.

A big thank you to all our volunteers and especially to the Municipality of Lakeshore, Ontario Charitable
Gaming Association (OCGA), Ontario Lottery & Gaming (OLG), and Power Play Gaming Centre and all their
patrons who have allowed our Branch to earn revenue to continue to help charitable and community
groups with donations.

Since January 2025 our Branch has received and been able to pay out the following from c-gaming:
Revenue received: $54,847.36 (not including revenue for the month of December’s bingo sessions)
Approved donations: $42, 700 (including the $2,000 for December)

Supported charities/community groups in 2025: 44
Note: some groups received multiple donations from Br. 594 c-gaming in 2025



Paid for Community/Veteran Events & Entertainment: $7,744.54
Maintenance Costs: $10,455.10

*Note: The total of these expenditures amount to greater than the total revenue received because we
had a balance of funds in the account from last year.
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Morris Brause Bar Chair

During my absence on vacation and since returning, | wanted to thank Comrade Randy Soulliere for his
dedicated work in supporting the bar operations.

Having just returned, it is my intention to review the bar prices with respect to additional costs we have
incurred over the purchase of bar items and the increased salaries that were undertaken in the Fall. | will
present my recommendations to the Fin Committee, and then to the Executive Committee. There will
likely be some increases in bar prices in either January or February, depending on how fast this can be
reviewed.

Bar Sales Reporting and Deposits: The Branch Sgt-At-Arms is away for 5 months in Florida. | have taken
over the supervision of the volunteers who verify the bar sales and prepare the deposits for our accounts at
WEFCU. | have also volunteered to conduct the verification of sales and deposits for Saturdays. | have
reviewed the improvements that have been made by the bartenders in using the new POS system to report
their sales and submit their end of shift paperwork along with receipts, cash, and cheques. Some minor
errors continue to occur, but between the bookkeeper and myself, we are able to make any necessary
corrections. | thank the volunteers for their continued support.

Bartenders Meeting: In January | will meet with the bartenders and review any changes and get feedback
from the entire group. We appreciate the dedication and professionalism that our staff give to our
patrons.

Branch Members Celebrating JANUARY Birthdays

Beth Abson, Terrance Maxwell Antle, Kenneth Balkwill, Susan Baxter, Linda Belair, David
Beneteau, Joseph Bernard Jr, Richard Blais, Brian Bobbie, Gerald Bondy, Matthew Wayne
Bondy, Carol Boroski, Jennifer Susan Brause, Ernest Lloyd Burke, Catherine Collins-Barker,
Lou Driessen, Kenneth Ferguson, Charles Fider, Leo Patrick Gallant, Gordon Geauvreau,
Katherine Gilbert, Douglas Guttridge, Brenda Hernandez, Barbara Hooper, Cole Hughes,
Michael Robert Kales, John Kennedy, Shawn Killop, Ruthann Lumb, Daniel MacDonald,
Michael Magarrey, Gary Marshall, David Masse, Michael Miehls, David William Moncur,
Jason Mountain, John Quenneville, Sandra Rocheleau, Joseph Seguin, Don Semande, Robin
Lynn Shepherd, Rodney Skill, Katherine Soulliere, John Stafford, Peter Szabo, Carey
Trepanier, Linda Urquhart, Daniel Yascheshyn and Billie Jo Zacher.

Hope your birthdays are great!




ENTERTAINMENT & EVENTS PROGRAM
Com John Gray, Entertainment Chair
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Legion

Centenary sweepstakes for members: Ford Dealers of Canada offer Grand Prize

OTTAWA, ON, 25 November 2025 — For nearly a century, The Royal Canadian Legion has been a
voice for Veterans and families needing support, and a beloved fixture in hundreds of communities
across the country. The organization is on the cusp of celebrating its 100" anniversary in 2026,
with the launch of its centenary branding which will be on display throughout its birthday year.

“We are honoured to still be going strong, one hundred years after our founders first built this
incredible organization, with a central mission to serve Canada’s Veterans,” says Berkley
Lawrence, Dominion President. “As we look forward to 2026, we hope Canadians from around this
great nation will join us not only to celebrate but to become part of our next 100 years.”

The Legion is pleased to announce Ford Dealers of Canada as the Official Partner of The Royal
Canadian Legion centenary throughout 2026. As part of their significant support, Ford Dealers of
Canada will present the Grand Prize of a brand-new 2026 Ford F-150 STX to the winner of the
Legion’s centenary sweepstakes called the “Legion 100 Win Big Giveaway.” Legion members are
welcome to enter the sweepstakes, which begins on November 25, 2025, and runs through
December 19, 2026. The sweepstakes will help build excitement surrounding the Legion’s 100
years of serving Veterans and their families.

Ford Dealers of Canada

Official Partner of The Aoyal Canadian Legion

“Ford has been operating in
Canada for 121 years, and that
shared legacy is why Ford
Dealers of Canada are partnering
with The Royal Canadian Legion to honour Veterans, support military families, and strengthen
communities across the country,” says Paul Morrison, Chairperson of the National Ford Dealers
Advertising Association. “We’re proud to bring Canada-wide support to celebrate the people
behind the Poppy, amplify the Legion’s mission, and demonstrate our shared commitment to giving
back year-round.”

Starting in early 2026, and continuing throughout the year, additional Legion centenary projects
and partnerships will be announced. Initiatives will celebrate the organization’s ten decades of
accomplishments.


http://www.legion.ca/winbig

BRANCH 594 COLOUR PARTY

Dave Woodman Colour Party Commander

JOIN THE COLOUR PARTY

The colour party continues to hold practices on Mondays at 7:00pm. New recruits
are always welcome. Training will be provided. A Flag Bearer is needed.

The Colour Party is actively recruiting.
Show your Legion Pride

Make New Friends
Training Provided Practices Mondays at 7:00pm
Next Practice is January 12th,
Contact Dave Woodman dfwoodman@gmail.com,

519-566-8745
At Newsletter Advertising
THE BATTLE OF VIMY RIDGE
Hosted by Explorica, a Canadian tour operator and leader in Thanks to our Advertisers for su ppo rtin gyour
running war history tours, highlights will include: L e gi on
« Vimy Ridge Commemorative ceremony, hosted by Veteran
Affairs Canada
« Passchendaele Museum, Tyne Cot Cemetery, and 20 26 rates as fO llOWS :
Remembrance Procession
« Flanders battlefields and Last Post Ceremony at Menin Gate B u Si ness c ar d , $ 1 oo . oo + H ST
« Normandy’s D-Day sites, including Juno Beach 1
«» Guided sightseeing in Paris* Va p age $ 1 35 . oo + H ST
* Tours can be tailored for large groups to include city sightsecing in Paris, London, or Half page $250 .00 + HST
April 2027 will mark the 110th Anniversary of this Amsterian,
pivotal battle. Come together with other Legion ‘Tours depart April 6, 2027. F u u pa ge $500 -00 + H ST
members to mark the occasion by participating in a All-inclusive tour offering includes:
9-day tour to Paris, Vimy, and Normandy. . .
« Round-trip airfare, hotel accommodation, all on-tour The above is for 11 issues (J u ly - August are
«~BXPLORICE— transportation, breakfast and dinners daily, full-time .
hyp WorldStrides: professional tour director, attraction entrance fees, guided com b ine d)

sightseeing, 24-hour emergency services, incl. doctors on call

To learn more, contact: Mike Di Leo, telephone: 416-545-6526, email: mdileo@worldstrides.ca Payment can be made Via mail by Cheque or at the
Branch by Debit Visa or MasterCard.

Royal Canadian Legion
5030 Howard Ave
Oldcastle (Tecumseh), ON,
N9H 0M3

Legion

. If you have any questions please contact Tom
Metropolitan Branch 594 Y ya P

Friesen, Newsletter Editor at
Serving Tecumseh, LaSalle, Windsor & Amherstburg tomfriesen57@gmail.com cell 519 992 8303

Branch 594 “Newsletter Advertising”



mailto:tomfriesen57@gmail.com
mailto:dfwoodman@gmail.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS

David Woodman Chair

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 594 in the Community

The abridged mission statement of the Royal Canadian Legion is to Serve Veterans, to
Promote Remembrance, and to SERVE OUR COMMUNITIES. Allow me to say that again “to
Serve our Communities”.

Metropolitan Branch 594 of the Royal Canadian Legion is situated at a crossroads of sorts,
located geographically in Tecumseh, but bordering on LaSalle, Windsor, and Amherstburg.
Our community outreach touches all four of these municipalities.

How does the Legion serve the community? It serves in several ways. For Example, we have
a very active Seniors group which holds dinner dances every Monday. In the month of
December, our Seniors group made a very substantial donation to the LaSalle food bank.
Monies raised at the seniors dances are funneled back into the community in many other
ways as well. Our Ways and Means committee holds “All You Can Eat Spaghetti Dinners”
every second Tuesday raising funds which are used to support Legion activities. Our Legion
volunteers work Bingos to raise money which we then donate to several local charity
organizations. We recently donated to Knobby’s Kids, the Windsor Essex Therapeutic Riding
Association, The Downtown Mission and the Windsor Youth Center. That was just in
December.

Money raised during our annual Poppy Campaign is used to fund an Art and Literary
competition where we ask student in schools to draw artwork, write essays and poems
about the importance of remembrance. The top three Branch winners of the competition
are awarded cash prizes and go on to Zone A1l (All students in LaSalle Windsor & Tecumseh),
District A (Southwestern Ontario), Provincial, and National competition. Certificates and
cash prizes (increasing in value at each step) are awarded to winners at each level. The
Poppy fund also is used to award educational bursaries to qualified applicants for post
secondary education.

As you can see, the Legion does not exist in a bubble. We are very active in our community.
The activities listed above are just the tip of the iceberg.

We are here, we are engaged and we are here to serve!



LEGION RIDERS

Com K Miller

Toooo CCCCoooldddd to Ride for now, but, planning for 2026 continues!

We still have a few openings so contact me and we will work out the details!

We have designed and procured Legion Riders shirts that are for sale at the Lounge bar. Proceeds to the
general fund.

Riders’ Officer status:

-Chair/Director/Road Captain: Kenny “Boomer” Miller

-Adjutant: Vacant Staff Officer who helps a Commanding Officer with administrative affairs.
-Quartermaster: Ken Miller “Boomer”

-Sergeant at Arms: Ron Carder

-Road Lieutenant: Pat Dewell

PARKWOOD INSTITUTE

Dave Woodman, Branch 594 Liaison

Veterans Care | St. Joseph's Health Care London

St. Joseph’s Veterans Care Program (VCP) provides long-term care (LTC) and outpatient services to eligible

individuals. Veterans Affairs Canada decides who is eligible for our programs and services
Long Term Care at Parkwood Institute:

The VCP provides LTC for Canadian War veterans and members of
certain civilian groups. Most of our resident veterans served in World
War Il and/or the Korean War. Complex medical care is also available
for resident veterans. Respite care (short-term stays) is available for
those who are eligible.

There are 141 beds in the VCP at Parkwood Institute across three units.

Many of our resident veterans have complex medical conditions such

. . . . Roy Butler, President and CEO of St. Joseph's Health
as dementia, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), heart Care London, Robert Kennedy, resident in the
Veterans Care Program, and Michelle Campbell,

failure, chronic kidney disease, problems swallowing and cancer. :
President and CEO of the St. Joseph's Health Care

When they move in, residents are matched with the care unit best Foundation participate in the annual Remembrance
. . . . . Day ceremony at Parkwood Institute honouring the
suited to their physical, emotional and social needs. We treat each service and sacrifice of all Canadian veterans.

resident with dignity and respect and provide opportunities for them

to live their best life. Learn more about our resident services.



https://www.sjhc.london.on.ca/areas-of-care/veterans-care
https://www.sjhc.london.on.ca/areas-of-care/veterans-care/services

Jack & Jill
Scotch Doubles
8 Ball Chip Tournament

Legion @

Legion 594 — 5030 Howard Ave, Windsor
Sunday January 18. 2026

Doors open 10:00 Tournament Starts at 11:00 a.m

20 Teams Max
Handicap if Necessary

$40 Entry Fee per
Team
(includes green fees)

Contact Bill Anderson 519-817-4436 to Register



WINDSOR VETERANS MEMORIAL SERVICE COMMITTEE

The Windsor Veterans Memorial Services Committee is a not-for-profit organization.

Our mission is to never forget those who served by ensuring they are honoured in life and in death.

Since 1926 this has been and continues to be the organizations mission through generous donations, and
dedicated volunteers within our community. Link to website Home

Funeral Services are being performed at the request of the Veteran’s family through the funeral homes.

From June 1% 2025, until Dec 31st we have lost: 45 Veterans, 28 Comrades and
performed 11 Funeral Services. 7 of the above were members of the WVMSC

VETERANS

The next committee meeting will be Wednesday Jan 21st at Branch 644.
Above info provided by Margo Barnet

Note that ALL Legionnaires are welcomed / encouraged to attend WVMSC
services.

Most service dates and times are included in obituaries in Windsor Star and online at
www.windsorveteransmemorial.com

Ron Bisnaire, Branch 594 Liaison to WVMSC

POPPY

Gerry Ciurysek: Br. 594 Poppy Chair

As of 12-30-2025, the WFCU Poppy Trust Fund & the RCL Br. 594 Poppy Financial Ledger balance at
$113,025.89.

All cheques have been cashed finally from the 2025 District "A" Fall Conference.

As of 12-30-2025, we raised, for the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 594 2025 Poppy Campaign, $79,032.52.
The 2024 Poppy Campaign raised $77,627.91, a difference of $1,404.61.

| was not expecting such a big increase from last year as we had 7 days less for this year's Campaign than
last years.

| am still expecting a Remittance Deposit from Dominion Command for Starbucks & the TD Bank, but those
may not come in till the New Year.

Next on the list is the Branch Status Report.

\/t;t We


https://www.windsorveteransmemorial.com/about

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
NEW Open 12-10 | Open 12-10
YEARS DAY | “7¢ unker” “The Bunker”
CLOSED Open 12-8pm Open 12-7pm
Mixed Darts Night 1 Darts
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
OPEN 12-5 Open 12-10 Open 12-10 Fiﬂ(“;mial lg/ftVieW Open 12-10 | Open 12-10 | Open 12-10
omm Mtg
“The Bunker” “The Bunker” “The Bunker” . “The Bunker”’ “The Bunker” “The Bunker”’
Open 12-5pm Open 12-7pm Open 12-7pm Quilters Open 12-8pm Open 12-8pm Open 10-7pm
Guild
. Sr Dinner Luck of Draw i :
Singles Darts - Entertainment
e Dance 2-6 Pepper Open 12-10 POOL & Common Night 2 Darts
“The Bunker” DART
POOL League Doubles Darts Open 12 7pm S Ground
Cards &
Cribbage CADETS
Men’s Darts
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
OPEN 12-7 Open 12-7 Open 12-10 Open 12-10 Open 12-10 | Open 12-10 | Buddy Check
“The Bunker” “The Bunker” “The Bunker” “The Bunker” “The Bunker” “The Bunker” Coffee
Open 12-5pm Open 12-7pm Closed Open 12-7pm Open 12-8pm Open 12-8pm Open 12-10
: : Pepper Mixed Darts “ »
Singles Darts Dinner Dance Luck of Draw - The Bunker
2-6pm Doubles Darts CADETS POOL & Entertainment | Open 12-7pm
Cards & Men’s Darts DARTS Mark
Cribbage All You Can Eat Crampsie Night 1 Darts
Spaghetti Dinner .
Colour Party 4:30-6:30 Mixed Darts
Practice 7pm T
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Scotch Double | Open 12-10 Exec Mtg MIW Open 12-10 | Open 12-10 Legion
Pool Tourney “The Bunker” 10am Meeting “The Bunker” | “The Bunker” District A
Open 12-7pm Open 12-10 Open 12-8pm | Open 12-8pm T8 Ball
PEN 12- “« ” 12-1 i ourney
OPEN 12-7 Sr Dinner The Bunker Open 0 Luck of Draw | Mived Darts At Br 594
“The Bunker” Dance 2-6 Open 12-7pm “The Bunker” POOL & Entertainment
Open 12-5pm POOL League Pepper Open 12-7pm DARTS Mike Open 12-10
Singles Darts Cards & Doubles Darts CADETS Barrette The Bunker
. Open 12-7pm
Cribbage
Men’s Darts Night 2 Darts
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
North Wall Open 12-10 Open 12-10 Open 12-10 Open 12-10 | Open 12-10 | Open 12-10
Riders Mtg “The Bunker” “The Bunker” “The Bunker” “The Bunker”’ “The Bunker” “The Bunker”
Open 12-7pm Open [2-7pm Open 12-7pm Open 12-8pm Open 12-8pm Open 12-7pm
OPEN 12-7 Sr Di .
. | r Dinner CADETS CADETS Luck of Draw | Entertainment | Nijght 1 Darts
The Bunker Dance 2-6 , POOL & Chris
Open 12-3pm POOL League Men's Darts ’ DARTS Bolister
Singles Darts & All You Can Eat | Men’s Darts
Cards & Spaghetti Dinner .
Cribbage 4:30-6:30 Mixed Darts
Membership
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